Canadian Friends Service Committee
E-Newsletter

Statement on US-Canada trade war

The US has initiated a trade war with Canada. It’s very unclear what the ultimate plans of
the US administration are. The deep uncertainty that Canadians are facing—whether to
interpret rhetoric about annexation as a US negotiation tactic or a deeper threat—is
resulting in arange of feelings and experiences such as fear, anger, and betrayal.

At Canadian Friends Service Committee (Quakers), we are clear that, as in all wars, this
situation will create mostly losers. It will cause great suffering to almost all while further
enriching a very few.


https://u7342877.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.on96wogheVOBjKB3ivKZ0gPsQbqabX5P2dadOPSohjIqlIHZNiwWHcpUSWuGZ4Cr0wNF_vPSqusrayv0cECZCMpdZQArgGrvanktdboJ-2FrbKkuCcajbObSf-2BFEwEao8gQSBmIhyjc2FMmOYfWUw4Vj-2BCrRFhaJ6jC04f0PdVJ3zm154N8D6u-2FlcosLvng5AQ91DJ74FSQf7MFVwehfzwkwFVVJvxUo9lhHXjrlenTL9twynzT-2FbjFhH-2FUAu376BEzhDDkUWA0ebrZ5-2Frwu3hBilDUEw-3D-3D

We call for continued relationship building with the US. We urge dialogue and diplomacy.
We support acts of compassion—a form of bravery that resists simple narratives and
refrains from demonizing the other side or distancing from them. We acknowledge with
thanks and hold in the Light all those in the US who are practicing noncooperation and
otherwise protesting this trade war and other harmful government policies.

We are disturbed by the voices we hear within Canada loudly proclaiming the need to
strengthen the military as a means of defence against invasion. Such thinking is not
surprising given the militarism that pervades every aspect of Canadian culture from film
and video games to history textbooks. This thinking is completely unrealistic, outdated,
and dangerous.

As we’ve explained elsewhere, civilian-based defence and related techniques of active
nonviolence are viable ways for nations to defend themselves. They don’t require killing.
We urge Canadians to learn more about active nonviolence.

We urge Canada to engage in nonviolent resistance focused on justice and peace. Rather
than just pointing fingers at the US, we join with the many voices calling the federal and
provincial governments to use this as a moment to reflect on Canadian policies.

In this challenging moment, Canada can reassess, change course, and build more
equitable, environmentally sustainable, and resilient economies that don’t leave people
behind.Canada can use the urgent need to reduce dependency on US trade as an
opportunity to prioritize investments in human rights and social justice.. Read the full
statement with links.

Actions
1. Take in news with care. Psychologist Rick Hanson explains, “What flows through

the mind sculpts your brain.Immaterial experience leaves material traces behind.”
Placing sustained attention on something changes your body and mind, not
always for the better. Social media is designed to capture your attention.This is
often done by showing you sensational or inaccurate bad news. Try to notice where
you’re placing your attention and how you’re feeling. More bad news intake might
make you feel worse without informing or empowering you to take any meaningful
actions. Take breaks from bad news and remember to do things that bring you
oy.

2. J\/\/)klmat happens in the US tends to spread to Canada. Reach out to people who are
feeling particularly targeted by current policies in the US and let them know
you’re thinking about them and they matter to you. Building community can be
done at any time. It especially matters when people are feeling tense.

3. Buy local. It’s usually a positive thing to do for lots of reasons and right now it’s an
even better thing when you can.

4. Ask questions of candidates and vote. Canada will hold an election on April 28th.
This isan important opportunity to ask questions of candidates running for office.
Would they support a Guaranteed Livable Basic Income that could help Canadians
who are being hurt by the impacts of the trade war?
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Election Kit
2025
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2025 Canadian federal election kit

Afederal election has been called for April 28th. A new kit by Canadian Friends Service
Committee is here to help you ask candidates informed questions about important
peace and social justice issues. At 9 pages, the kit offers arange of questions about
the many areas CFSC works on. Have a look! https://QuakerService.ca/Election



https://u7342877.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.on96wogheVOBjKB3ivKZ0hr8FKcEA-2FHA8JspanXaQmjmGZTreTWh3tdXdob6UzxmrOEStU1Hs-2FW-2FcdZ1jrfBUbspR9BEOkhMZRGRGllyFWBjknJswiTfsmDKbOV7RWZC4QtB-2BU9y8-2BHa8L6XIQQnRniZDNFn1-2FNsaU1f843W3LMKlMh0sju-2FHcchRjje-2BhsPdsYiA5-2F48yMH5tQIEvGW-2BDP6We-2Bq6UQinTHPl8OdKqXNY-2B4lYCmAu1J6-2F08wcktnaf8pCkCqROm1u-2BW78LKbIqAAluNYrKGjdLE5310woWLbkykjHmW-2F-2BV5KjY-2BRqf4o-2FeWWO70xrt-2B8xiOJn36R-2B1Xw9DJxSuTPSphkm21KtgJfmen5lxEqMPoOrUE2q8S4Q8VJHijOz2CE2EOQjk0S2Cg3LsXpr0aIV-2FM-2F-2FMn-2FeUK-2B-2FMT1rTC6Lz77kxnO1YZ9UUrDnU-2F-2FKmx4iLNkAakRmi3slafjT8u3eEDS-2BQkGs-2BZK-2FhL4xF41Y5wr-2BhZvNBtMAfcpA2Pq7uw01IWeK6F3xmhYv1GmbixeufI0VPmXiP4-3DqAjx_vPSqusrayv0cECZCMpdZQArgGrvanktdboJ-2FrbKkuCcajbObSf-2BFEwEao8gQSBmIsFcYG0jPZqtD3EOi7ZUJgoab52e6KklW7x2x7pmOf57h-2BPBYQzcZC9G-2BcM48HVsCYOiZ9sQKUP3XxH2etcrYsannqm5I4RpBPnomwYYI8y02OINhUOCalziCfzS30qB9ve1B8-2Fw0Q9fC5Ia2aSSLjA-3D-3D

Join our monthly
discussion group

April 9", 7 pm Eastern
We’ll chat about the intersection of
guaranteed livable basic income and
reconciliation!
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Discussion group continues on Wednesday (April 9)

Our monthly discussion group continues for those who've been there before and those
who have not. We'll be chatting online about Guaranteed Livable Basic Income on April

9th at 7 pm Eastern.We'd love to see you there and hear your thoughts! To register visit
https://QuakerService.ca/DiscussionGroup
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ancel the
F35 ﬁ%hter jet

contract.

Momentum grows to cancel F-35 contract

Canada is planning to buy 88 war planes from the US weapons company Lockheed
Martin. The planes are not only made in the US but their source code is processed
through specialized US facilities. Parts and maintenance would need to comevia the

US.The first strike fighter jets are estimated to cost well over $70 billion for their full
lifecycle.

We have opposed this for years for reasons of conscience. But now, due to increasing
trade tensions between the US and Canada, momentum is growing to cancel this order.

Portugal has announced it will cancel its order of these same planes. You may have
seen recent opinion pieces in Canadian media calling for the same.

If so led please consider adding your voice on this timely issue! You can use this tool
from the No Fighter Jets campaign that CFSC has endorsed:
https://WorldBeyondWar.org/CancelF35Contract
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You're not just you: how others shape your true self

Our newest post for Psychology Today explores important and counter-intuitive findings

about how we're each deeply interconnected. At a time of growing societal division and
distrust, rediscovering our mutuality matters!
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CFSC has three progrom areas:
peace, Indigenous Peoples’
human rights, and
transformative justice. A GLBI in
Canada would positively impact
oach progrom area.

" Because economic behavior Is 50 often
excluded by policy from the 2000 of right
relationship, it is 8 primary area of
injustice, contlict, violence, and war.”
~Xeith Helmath

"income is the most signi

determinant for the health of an

individual or community... it will take
generations to restore our astions Lo the

levels of health and prosperity that

existed before residential schools and
coloaization, even with a guaranteed
Basic income. But it will reduce the

hardships people face, and bring First

Na 4 10 the starting line™
~Max FineDay, Sweetgrass First
Nation

“Canadian prisons and jails are
receptacies for people who have been
falted by other systems.™
~Kim Pate
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GUARANTEED LIVABLE BASIC INCOME (GLBI)

From the perspective of CFSC's three program areas

@ Pcace

Quakers in Canada define peace ot theee different levels: innes, interpersonal, and
SENUCTUCAL W wo CONIdor SLructural p0ace. we're foeced 10 100k &1 the root causes of

g | IAZIEing INSLTUTIOAM vidk . CFSC sees justice and OppOoftunities oy
Interconnected olements central 10 & culture of peacemaking A GLBI framework hodds the
potontial to address Bath the structural inegquality in Canada (a3 o form of justsce), and
provide the opportunity many need to find new and meaningful ways 1o engage with thair
community. Both of IR0 CONLIBULE LOWIIS & MO Pescolul Logiety,

Quakors boticwe in the inhorent value of ach Individual, which is Sescrided s Tthat of
God/Light in everyone’ A GLEI would act as & maral imperatyve TRt allows Us 10 recognize
the worth of each Individual. without 335055ing that worth Based on their physical
CONLIDUTIONS Lo SOCiety,

. Indigenous Peoples” human rights

Indigenous Peoples are over-tepresented in poverty statistics, homaelessness, and
Incarcotation 13108, while caly making up % of the population Child poverty rates have
fallen sinca 2015 in Canada, but SO% of Indigenous children both on and off reserve
QRPotienco poverty, Cal for Justice 4.3 from tha Finad Report of 1he Mational Inguiry into Missing
and Mutdered Indigencus Women and Guls is for 8 “guarantesd anaual lvable income for all
Canadians, inciuding Indigencus Poopies, 1o meet a1 their social and eccnomic needs.”

A GLBL dosigned and implomanied in contultation, cooperation and with the froe, price,
and infoemed consent of Indigencus Pecples could bo & vehicle theough which Indigenous
Peoples” self-doterminstion is enhanced. it Could a%50 represant an investment by Canada
I FEPIIFING SYStamic SCOMOMIC injustice, while Sdvancing reconciation, froducing harm,
and maoving forward together.”

@ Transformative justice

Canada’s Correcticnnl Imwostigator, van Zinger, has stated that the dispropartionate and
Erowing numbar of incarcerated Indigencus people is Canada’s most pressing human
FigMs issug and Noeds 1o bo urgently oddeossed.?

Tha lading risk factor for incarcoration andfor contact with the logal systom is poverty, &
GLE! would De 8 tranaformational approsth Lo preventing intarceration in the first place
#nd would 3150 constitute a 3olution for RO exiting the carcaral systom as income and
Pouting 310 often Barriers 10 successlul rointegration Data shows that BS.5% of those
who were homeless bafore baing Incarcerated anticipated being homeless again upon
@lsehacge’ With mo funds and prospects 1or hausing, ompley ote. indriduals ¢an be
PUt in & position wheeo they beeech their parcie conditions, resulting in their return to
prison AGLDI woold help 0 address this, sorving ot an iMportant stop in the procass of
dismantling inequities.

0 . QUAKERS
o Semice Commitee
Featured resource: Fact sheet explaining peace

and social justice impacts of Guaranteed Livable
Basic Income
This one page fact sheet (PDF) explores some of the likely positive impacts of a

Guaranteed Livable Basic Income in Canada. It's just one of many great resources
available on our website.
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